
LESSON 1

MARCH 6, 2022

Babylonian Captivity Ends
Bible Background • EZRA 1; 2:64-70

Printed Text • EZRA 1:1-8, 11; 2:64-70 
Devotional Reading • AMOS 5:14-15

Teacher Preparation
Unifying Principle-—The Resources to Rebuild. 
Sometimes people are given a challenging job, which requires a change or risk. Where can we find 
resources to meet these challenges? Israel’s release from Babylonian captivity reveals that we can have 
faith that God will provide the people and resources to fulfill His purposes.
A. Read the Bible Background and Devotional Reading.
B. Pray for your students and lesson clarity.
C. Read the lesson Scripture in multiple translations.

O—Open the Lesson
A. Begin the class with prayer.
B. Brainstorm a list of societal needs and write them on the board. Ask the class to consider items on 
the list and debate whether the needs should be met by government funds, private contributions, or a 
combination of both. Lead into the Bible lesson about how the rebuilding of the Temple was financed.
C. Have the students read the Aim for Change and the In Focus story.
D. Ask students how events like those in the story weigh on their hearts and how they can view these 
events from a faith perspective.

Words You Should Know
A. Stir (Ezra 1:1) ‘ur (Heb.)—To open up one’s eyes; to arouse
B. Willingly Offered (v. 6) nadab (Heb.)—To give freely or spontaneously

P—Present the Scriptures
A. Read the Focal Verses and discuss the Background and The People, Places, and Times sections.
B. Have the class share what Scriptures stand out for them and why, with particular emphasis on today’s 
themes.

E—Explore the Meaning
A. Use In Depth or More Light on the Text to facilitate a deeper discussion of the lesson text.
B. Pose the questions in Search the Scriptures and Discuss the Meaning. 
C. Discuss the Liberating Lesson and Application for Activation sections.

N—Next Steps for Application
A. Summarize the value of trusting God to supply what is needed to complete God’s work.
B. End class with a commitment to pray for those who do not believe but may nonetheless accomplish 
God’s purposes.


