
LESSON 6

JANUARY 9, 2022

Hagar and Ishmael 
Not Forgotten

Printed Text •   GENESIS 21:8–20
Devotional Reading • LUKE 2:52

Teacher Preparation
Unifying Principle—Improbable Hope. 
People sometimes face situations that feel hopeless. How can people find assurance when their 
circumstances change? Genesis shows that even though Hagar and Ishmael’s circumstances changed, 
God was still with them.
A. Read the Bible Background and Devotional Reading.
B. Pray for your students and lesson clarity.
C. Read the lesson Scripture in multiple translations.

O—Open the Lesson
A. Begin the class with prayer.
B. . Search the Internet for rags to riches stories—accounts of famous people who rose from 
seemingly hopeless situations to positions of prominence. What do these imply?
C. Have the students read the Aim for Change and the In Focus story.
D. Ask students how events like those in the story weigh on their hearts and how they can view these 
events from a faith perspective.

Words You Should Know
A.Cast Out (Genesis 21:10) garash (Heb.)—To drive out forcibly, as an enemy; to separate in di-
vorce
B.  Grevious (v. 11) yara (Heb.)—Causing shaking or trembling; being greatly displeased

P—Present the Scriptures
A. Read the Focal Verses and discuss the Background and The People, Places, and Times sections.
B. Have the class share what Scriptures stand out for them and why, with particular emphasis on 
today’s themes.

E—Explore the Meaning
A. Use In Depth or More Light on the Text to facilitate a deeper discussion of the lesson text.
B. Pose the questions in Search the Scriptures and Discuss the Meaning. 
C. Discuss the Liberating Lesson and Application for Activation sections.

N—Next Steps for Application
A. Summarize the value of holding themselves accountable to God’s, not human, standards of justice.
B. End class with a commitment to stand up for oppressed and exploited people.


