
LESSON 9

JANUARY 30, 2022

Justice and the Marginalized
Printed Text •  DEUTERONOMY 24:10–21   

Devotional Reading •  3 JOHN 1:2–8

Teacher Preparation
Unifying Principle—Countercultural Compassion. Some people are poor and marginalized. How 
can their dignity and worth be respected? Deuteronomy demands justice for all who are poor or 
marginalized.
A. Read the Bible Background and Devotional Reading.
B. Pray for your students and lesson clarity.
C. Read the lesson Scripture in multiple translations.                               

O—Open the Lesson
A. Begin the class with prayer.
B. Before class, ask a participant to prepare a brief report on the legislation called War on Poverty 
introduced by Lyndon Johnson in the 1960s. What was it? How effective has it been? What are obsta-
cles that have prevented the total elimination of poverty? Move from there to looking at what the Bible 
prescribed for alleviating poverty.
C. Have the students read the Aim for Change and the In Focus story.
D. Ask students how events like those in the story weigh on their hearts and how they can view these 
events from a faith perspective.

Words You Should Know
A. Hired Servant  (Deuteronomy 24:14) sakir (Heb.)—A paid employee, contracted for a certain 
number of years
B.  Pervert (v. 17) natah (Heb.)—Turn aside, repel, or decline

P—Present the Scriptures
A. Read the Focal Verses and discuss the Background and The People, Places, and Times sections.
B. Have the class share what Scriptures stand out for them and why, with particular emphasis on 
today’s themes.

E—Explore the Meaning
A. Use In Depth or More Light on the Text to facilitate a deeper discussion of the lesson text.
B. Pose the questions in Search the Scriptures and Discuss the Meaning. 
C. Discuss the Liberating Lesson and Application for Activation sections.

N—Next Steps for Application
A. Summarize the value of  trusting God to supply their needs.
B. End class with a commitment to  stand against business practices that hurt the most marginalized 
among us.


