
LESSON 5

JANUARY  2, 2022

Justice, Vengeance, 
and Mercy

Printed Text •  GENESIS 4:1–16 
Devotional Reading •  HEBREWS 2:14–18

Teacher Preparation
Unifying Principle-—Undeserved Mercy.
Some people become angry when their best efforts don’t result in the anticipated outcome. How do 
people deal with their anger and disappointment? God punished Cain because he allowed his anger to 
turn to rage and then to murder.
A. Read the Bible Background and Devotional Reading.
B. Pray for your students and lesson clarity.
C. Read the lesson Scripture in multiple translations.

O—Open the Lesson
A. Begin the class with prayer.
B. Discuss ways that people use to keep from acting out of anger, whether participants use them them-
selves or have seen others use them.
C. Have the students read the Aim for Change and the In Focus story.
D. Ask students how events like those in the story weigh on their hearts and how they can view these 
events from a faith perspective.

Words You Should Know
A.	 Offering		(Genesis 4:5) minkha (Heb.)-An offering, usually of agricultural produce, especially a 
grain offering
B. Slew (v. 8) harag (Heb.)-To kill, smite, 

P—Present the Scriptures
A. Read the Focal Verses and discuss the Background and The People, Places, and Times sections.
B. Have the class share what Scriptures stand out for them and why, with particular emphasis on today’s 
themes.

E—Explore the Meaning
A. Use In Depth or More Light on the Text to facilitate a deeper discussion of the lesson text.
B. Pose the questions in Search the Scriptures and Discuss the Meaning. 
C. Discuss the Liberating Lesson and Application for Activation sections.

N—Next Steps for Application
A. Summarize the value of accepting their role as being their brother’s keeper rather than their brother’s 
rival.
B. End class with a commitment to pray  to be rid of unchecked sin that can lead to hatred and violence.


