
LESSON 7

JANUARY  16, 2022

The Laws of Justice 
and Mercy

Printed Text •   EXODUS 23:1–12  
Devotional Reading •  2 JOHN 1:4–6

Teacher Preparation
Unifying Principle—Unbiased Actions.
It can be tempting to treat friends with more leniency and enemies with more harshness than they 
deserve. How can people treat others justly? Exodus demands justice for all people, including one’s 
enemies. 
A. Read the Bible Background and Devotional Reading.
B. Pray for your students and lesson clarity.
C. Read the lesson Scripture in multiple translations.

O—Open the Lesson
A. Begin the class with prayer.
B. Write the following quip on the board: “We know all people are equal—but some are just more 
equal than others!” Discuss the meaning of the quip. How have we seen people act that way? How can 
we avoid acting that way?
C. Have the students read the Aim for Change and the In Focus story.
D. Ask students how events like those in the story weigh on their hearts and how they can view these 
events from a faith perspective.

Words You Should Know
A.   Countenance (Exodus 23:3) hadar (Heb.)—To turn one’s face toward or honor
B.   Enemy (v. 4) ‘oyeb (Heb.)—One who hates another

P—Present the Scriptures
A. Read the Focal Verses and discuss the Background and The People, Places, and Times sections.
B. Have the class share what Scriptures stand out for them and why, with particular emphasis on 
today’s themes.

E—Explore the Meaning
A. Use In Depth or More Light on the Text to facilitate a deeper discussion of the lesson text.
B. Pose the questions in Search the Scriptures and Discuss the Meaning. 
C. Discuss the Liberating Lesson and Application for Activation sections.

N—Next Steps for Application
A.  Summarize the value of seeing all people as special creations of God.
B. End class with a commitment to pray for courage to take risks in loving others, knowing 
that God commands them to do so.


