
LESSON 8

JANUARY  23, 2022

Justice, Judges, and Priests

Printed Text • DEUTERONOMY 16:18–20; 17:8–13    
Devotional Reading •  PROVERBS 15:25–26

Teacher Preparation
Unifying Principle——Incorruptible Leaders. People sometimes distort justice. What actions 
can we take to prevent manipulations of justice? In Deuteronomy, judges, officials, and priests work 
together to administer justice for God’s people.
A.Read the Bible Background and Devotional Reading.
B. Pray for your students and lesson clarity. 
C. Read the lesson Scripture in multiple translations.                            

O—Open the Lesson
A. Begin the class with prayer.
B. Find and play a video of Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s “Four Freedoms” speech from 1941. 
What are the four freedoms he lists? Are they achievable? If so, how? If not, why not?
C. Have the students read the Aim for Change and the In Focus story.
D. Ask students how events like those in the story weigh on their hearts and how they can view these 
events from a faith perspective.

Words You Should Know
A. Judges (Deuteronomy 16:18) shafat (Heb.)—A position not unlike today’s judges; leaders of the 
local council of elders known for availability, impartiality, uprightness, and dedication
B. Officials (v. 18) shoter (Heb.)—Writers of documents and a kind of police that enforced 
decisions of the judges

P—Present the Scriptures
A. Read the Focal Verses and discuss the Background and The People, Places, and Times sections.
B. Have the class share what Scriptures stand out for them and why, with particular emphasis on 
today’s themes.

E—Explore the Meaning
A. Use In Depth or More Light on the Text to facilitate a deeper discussion of the lesson text.
B. Pose the questions in Search the Scriptures and Discuss the Meaning. 
C. Discuss the Liberating Lesson and Application for Activation sections.

N—Next Steps for Application
A. Summarize the value of f civil authority for keeping order.
B. End class with a commitment to pray for a truly just society.


