
LESSON 4

DECEMBER 26, 2021
A Just King is Born

Printed Text • MATTHEW 2:1–12    
Devotional Reading • EXODUS 34:1–10

Teacher Preparation
  Unifying Principle—The King of the World Calls for Justice. People look for someone to bring
   justice in spite of injustice. To whom can people turn to address issues of injustice? The Wise Men
   searched for and found the King of Justice, Jesus, and worshiped Him.

         A. Read the Bible Background and Devotional Reading.
         B. Pray for your students and lesson clarity. 
         C. Read the lesson Scripture in multiple translations.                                

O—Open the Lesson
  A. Begin the class with prayer.
  B. Before the session, ask a class member to prepare a short report about Herod the Great. After the 
  class member presents their findings, ask how these findings compare to the depiction of Herod in
  Matthew 2.
  C. Have the students read the Aim for Change and the In Focus story.
  D. Ask students how events like those in the story weigh on their hearts and how they can view these 
  events from a faith perspective.

Words You Should Know
A. Wiseman (Matthew 2:7) magos (Gk.)—Name for an important courtly astrologer, seers, etc., from 
the Persian or Babylonian area
B. Worship (v. 8) proskuneo (Gk.)—To adore or reverence; to bow down or even lie down on the 
ground before the object of our worship

P—Present the Scriptures
A. Read the Focal Verses and discuss the Background and The People, Places, and Times sections.
B. Have the class share what Scriptures stand out for them and why, with particular emphasis on 
today’s themes.

E—Explore the Meaning
A. Use In Depth or More Light on the Text to facilitate a deeper discussion of the lesson text.
B. Pose the questions in Search the Scriptures and Discuss the Meaning. 
C. Discuss the Liberating Lesson and Application for Activation sections.

N—Next Steps for Application
A. Summarize the value of stepping back for our own cultural lens to view others’.
B. End class with a commitment to pray for those who risk upsetting the powerful to uphold justice.


